School of Engineering at Swansea University
EG-168 Personal and Professional Development

The Blackboard Quest
Exploring Oremi
Locating Oremi
Oremi lives on the same page as Blackboard. You can see the link to Oremi in the tab at the top of the Blackboard window at the far right (next to ECDL).
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Follow the link to go to Oremi
 and you should be greeted by a welcome page that looks like this:
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blog, share, communicate, collaborate...and wore!

“This is Oremi, a learning landscape which supports users in their social and academic networking, personal and

LogOn
career development and lifelong learning. Oremi is  solution provided for all, it allows the user to create =

‘communities of friends that previously existed offline or not at all. It allows users to join communities of sports, peesess
recreation, work, study and every other community that one can conceive. i

‘Apart from communities it allows users to develop their learning through social interactions with others through the
sharing of resources, expressing of opinions, presentations, personal development planning, demonstrations, Log on:| Go
working collaboratively, podcasting, mobile blogging, customisation, personal reflection, and profile creation.
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User Statistics

‘There are 1236 active users.
(2 logged on.)





You should be able to log on to Oremi by entering the same credentials that you use for Blackboard and your University email account. Try it now. If you are successful you’ll be greeted by your own “Profile” page which looks something like this:
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‘The username eechris s already taken by another user. You will need to pick a different
one.

‘The system will remember you and automaticaly log you in next time.

You have been logged on.
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The profile page is divided into several important areas:
· Area 1 on the right directly below the Oremi banner is information about you. Here you can import a photo or image of yourself, some information about yourself (that others can see) an RSS feed of your stuff and access to your own resources.

· Area 2 below your personal profile is your recent activity including your personal message box and links to your friends’ activities and recent events in your community.

· Area 3 is where your friends will be listed.

· Area 4 contains information about using Oremi including several simple user guides and a video. I recommend that you view these now.

· The  toolbar (5) allows you to access the various collaboration resources that have been provided for you.

Spend some time exploring!
Edit your profile
When you are ready, press the Profile button on the Oremi profile. This brings up a page where you can provide as little or as much information about yourself as you’d like. Enter some data about yourself. 
Note: everything on Oremi can be made private (the default) or public to the world, or restricted to logged in users, friends or members of the communities that you might want to join. This high-level of access control exists for almost everything that you might want to create on your own Oremi space.
· Login to Blackboard, and access a Blackboard course site

· Navigate to course information and course documents

· Review course materials

· Take a blackboard mediated test
· Login in Oremi and subscribe to a community

Explore the possibilities
Within Oremi you can write articles (it includes a simple wiki), keep a blog, contribute to forums, share pictures, audio and video, upload documents, create portfolios and presentations, socialise with friends, communicate with lecturers and collaborate on group projects etc. The possibilities are endless. Go on, explore! Remember, everything is private unless you want to make it public!

Network!

The first thing you’ll probably want to do is to create a network of all of your friends. The next thing you’ll want to do is join the various communities available. One thing you must do to complete your quest is join the Engineering community (see next section)! Networking is done via the Network button in the toolbar. From the Networking page you can make friendship requests, access your friends, create new communities, and join existing communities. To find your friends, search for them using the search box. When you find them, follow the link to their profile and click on the “Click here to add this user as a friend.”
Join the Engineering community
The final thing you should do is join the Engineering community. You can search for “Engineering” or go directly to the community page at http://oremi.swan.ac.uk/engineering/. Once there, you can request membership of this community. Once this is granted (it might take a couple of days), you’ll be able to complete your quest. Once the quest is over you can use the Engineering community to generally “hang out” with other engineers. If you don’t like engineers, there’ll be plenty of other communities for you to join, or you can create your own and invite your friends along.
Not just for play time

We expect to make use of the Engineering Community within Oremi later in the PPD course for some of the personal development exercises.
� You can also reach Oremi directly via the link http://oremi.swan.ac.uk.





